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Vocabulary
anger (n)
answer (n)
apologise (v)
attack (v)
attendants (n)
beauty (n)
beggar (n)
behave (v)
call out (v)
cart (n)
deceive (v)
deserve (v)
disagreement (n)
disbelief (n)
disguise (v)
divide ...into (v)
double (adj)
Duke (n)
duty (n)
encourage (v)
exit (v)

faithful (adj)
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Olayl pac/aldicl puc

follow (v)
foolish (adj)
forgive (v)

give ...away (v)
guard (n) (v)
guilty (adj)
hard-hearted (adj)
hut (n)

ill (adj)

income (n)
inheritance (n)
joke (n)
kingdom (n)
lie (v)
lightning (n)
lock ... out (V)
loyalty (n)
mice (n)
patience (n)
persuade (v)
philosopher (n)

plot against (v)
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port (n) clisa

pretend (v) yallaiy
profit (n) (v) )
reward (n) (v) L KIS
riches (n) 9y
rise (v) van
room (n) gy
rude (adj) &g
send ... away (v) A/ aiy
servant (n) pala
shelter (n) (v) ol lali/iale

shout about (v) e Jle figuny Baniy

Expressions, Phrases & Prepositions

a stab in the back Jalall b disl
change his mind iy i
give an answer aylls jagiy
go mad Oginlly olay
have a plan dad agal

have a taste of her own medicine
L Jledl daai G

sir (n) s
spies (n) ERTROLEN
straw (n) s
succeed (v) oy
sword (n) s
third (n) Al
title (n) il
torch (n) dliS/pluas
trust (v) (n) a8/ gha
truth (n) ddadall
wise (adj) asa
my heart is broken Oujn/plaaa uls
say goodbye to 492
set eyes on e oliuc @il

the cart is pulling the horse
Ohasll a3 el
try walking in a poor person’s shoes
Jball Jia cbpaill ciyag

turn your back on Jojals py
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O TR summary

Scenei

In the King's palace, Duke of Gloucester introduces his younger son Edmund to
Duke of Kent. He also tells him that he has an older son called Edgar. Soon, King
Lear enters with his three daughters, Regan, Goneril and Cordelia. Duke of Cornwall,
Regan’s husband, and Duke of Albany, Goneril's husband, follow them. King Lear
surprises everyone with his plan to divide the kingdom among his three daughters.
He asks his daughters to say which of them loves him the most, promising to give the
greatest share to that daughter.

Lear’s older daughters, Goneril and Regan, tell him that they love him more than
anything else. But Cordelia, Lear’s youngest (and favourite) daughter, says that she
loves him as much as a daughter should love her father, and that her sisters wouldn’t
have husbands if they loved their father as much as they say. Lear becomes very
angry. He says that Cordelia will get nothing and divides his kingdom between her
two sisters.

The Duke of Kent disagrees with the King’s decision. Lear gets very angry and
decides that Kent should be sent away telling him he must leave the kingdom within
five days.

Lear asks the king of France and Duke of Burgundy, who both asked to marry
Cordelia, to come in. Lear tells them that Cordelia no longer has any title or land.
Burgundy refuses to marry Cordelia, but France is impressed by Cordelia’s honesty
gua and decides to make her his queen. Lear sends her away without his blessing.

-

Scenes i-ii

Cordelia says goodbye to her sisters before leaving England and asks them to take
care of their father. Goneril and Regan get together and soon begin to turn their back
on their father. Thinking that their father is getting mad in his old age, they agree that
they must act wpais to reduce their father’s remaining authority. They exit together.

In Gloucester's house, Edmund enters. He talks out loud. He expresses his
dissatisfaction Lay eac about his father’s decision that his elder brother, Edgar, will
get his land when he dies. Edmund has a plan to change this, He tricked his father
with a false letter. In it, Edgar, as Edmund suggests, is trying to persuade him to get
rid of ua ualaiy their father. Gloucester gets very angry and asks Edmund to look for
Edgar and catch him.

Edmund also succeeds in convincing Edgar that his father is angry with him.
Edmund suggests that Edgar carry a sword as protection. Edmund convinces Edgar
to hide away from his father.
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Scenes iii-iv

In the palace of the Duke of Albany, Goneril asks her servant, Oswald, if the King hit
her servant. Oswald says that he did. Goneril orders Oswald to tell the other servants
not to do what the King asks for, and if he is unhappy with this, he can go to Regan’s
palace. Goneril writes to Regan to tell her of her plans.

Kent, reappears in disguise as a poor old man. Lear enters and begins asking Kent
questions about his identity <9a and his intention. Kent says that he wants to serve
him as he is an important man. The King agrees.

When the King asks to see Goneril, Oswald leaves without replying. A soldier reports
that Goneril is unwell and unavailable. The soldier also tells Lear that all the servants,
the Duke and the King’s daughter are all unkind to them.The King asks about the Fool.
He is told that he has been sad since Cordelia went to France. When Oswald enters
with the Fool, the King hits him. When he tries to object, Kent hits him as well.

Goneril enters, complaining about the king’s Fool and his soldiers. Goneril asks
the King to reduce the number of soldiers in his service. In anger, the king says that
he will pack up his people and move to Regan’s palace, where he is sure to receive
a warmer welcome. When Albany tries to stop the King, Goneril tells him that she
doesn’t care and that she has written to her sister telling her everything.

\
ST summary

Scene i-ii

In Gloucester’s castle, the scene opens with Edmund talking to himself. He thinks
that Cornwall’s visit will help his plan against Edgar. Edmund persuades Edgar to
run away to protect himself. Edmund and Edgar pretend to fight, and cuts his arm
to draw Gloucester’s sympathy. He even tells his father that Edgar wished to kill his
father. Gloucester promises to find Edgar and bring him to justice. Gloucester also
decides that Edmund will inherit all his land.

Regan and Cornwall enter. Without hesitation, they believe Edmund’s story. Regan
says that Edgar spent time with her father’s soldiers. Cornwall asks Edmund to work
for him saying that he needs men like him that he can trust.

Edgar, alone in the woods, declares that he is aware that people believe that he
is guilty and that guards are looking for him. Thus, he has a plan in which he will
disguise himself as a beggar Jguis. In this disguise, he will be known as Poor Tom.

Lear, Fool and Knight arrive at Gloucester’s castle. Lear asks who has placed his
messenger, Kent, in the stocks. Lear refuses to believe that Regan and Cornwall
would do this to someone in the king’s service. Regan appears and greets her father
with seeming affection, and Lear tells her of his anger with her sister, Goneril. Regan
advises Lear to go back to Goneril’s house telling him that he is wrong.

-
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Sceneiiii

The King complains to Regan about Goneril’s bad treatment. Lear’s sadness grew
when Regan refuses to host wuaiws him and his hundred soldiers. Goneril, conspiring
i with her sister, suggests that Lear dismiss sy his soldiers. With Oswald and
Goneril now present, Cornwall admits to Lear that he ordered Kent’s punishment.

The King, angered by his daughters’ rejection, calls for his horse. Lear says that
he would rather live outside under the stars or beg shelter in France than stay in the
company of those who disrespect his proper place as father and King. Regan and
\Goneril tell Gloucester not to stop their father from going out in the storm.

LTI summary

Scenei

In a field in the countryside. The storm continues. Kent enters with a soldier. Kent
learns that Lear and his Fool are out in the storm. Kent tells the soldier that there’s a
disagreement between the Dukes of Albany and Cornwall. They both have servants
who are really spies for the King of France. They have noticed that the Dukes are both
against the King. Now the King of France has sent an army, and the French have spies
at some of their ports. Kent instructs the soldier to go quickly to Dover, and when
he gets there, to make known the treatment that Lear has suffered. Kent gives the
messenger Jsy a ring for delivery to Cordelia. Kent leaves to search for Lear.

-

Scenes ii-iii-iv

In another part of the field, King Lear enters with the Fool. The storm continues.
Lear’s mood 4l ala matches the storm as he rages against his daughters’ bad
treatment. The Fool tries to persuade the King to take shelter. Kent arrives and points
to a nearby hut for protection, while he returns to Gloucester’s castle to ask that they
admit the king.

At Gloucester’s castle. Gloucester enters with Edmund. Gloucester tells his son
that when he asked Regan and Cornwall to leave, so that he might help Lear, they
asked him not to do this. Gloucester also tells Edmund that he has a letter. Gloucester
stops before telling Edmund about what is in the letter. The letter is locked in his
bedroom. He asks Edmund not to tell anyone about that. Gloucester exits. Alone,
Edmund plans to gain Cornwall’s favour by revealing the plan to aid the King.

In a field in front of a hut. King Lear enters with Kent and the Fool. Although Kent
directs Lear to a hut for shelter, the king refuses to protect himself from the storm.
The Fool runs from the hut, saying that a mad man is in the hut. The mad man is really
Edgar disguised as Poor Tom. Lear has a short conversation with him. Gloucester
enters the scene, carrying a torch. He has found both warm shelter and food for the
king, but Lear refuses, claiming that he needs to talk more with the poor man. The
disguised Edgar complains of the cold and everyone moves into the shelter.
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)CCritical Thinking Questions & Suggested Answers)

Scenei
1. In your opinion, is it right that King Lear asks his daughters to show their love to
him through words? Why?
Ualal Selal<Il al Gaua Hlads) @ity (e jul dllall ciling O usaall (e g Eliy b
No, | don’t think so. People may deceive others with words while they don't really
love them.
2. If you were Cordelia, would you stop saying anything about your love to your father?
Celallgl chia (e s f Joi e cdiigitun Jnd dilinyeS YlSo 2iS gl
No, | wouldn't. | would at least try to express my love to him with the words | can say.
3. Do you think Cordelia made the right decision? Why? Why not? (SB)
€Y lg SIlal Suasall jall madsl LS Of adisi Ja
Yes, | do. She preferred to stick to her morals and didn’t care about money.
4. If you were King Lear, would you send Cordelia away because she didn't say how
much she loved you? Why? Why not? (SB)
Y alg Slilal Sicluat @S A5 o Lai¥ asmy LiliajgS Jusyion Jand gal cllall 23S o
No, lwouldn’t. A father shouldn’t be so cruel to his daughter even if she made a mistake.
5. If you were Kent, would you object to the King'’s decision? Why?
S1alal Sellall Jhd Sl Gayisin Jad wuinS Gl<a 2is gl
Yes, | would. As a true lover of the King, | should give him the best advice.
6. What do you think of King Lear’s decision to send Kent away?
S alsaly jl cllall )5 i <L) Lo
I think it is a bad decision. He should appreciate that he wanted the best for him.
7. If you were Duke of Burgundy, would you refuse to marry Cordelia? Why?
flalal flilinjgS (e 2lg3l Yadyiu Jad (51iga)94 §9u OlSa i ol
No, | wouldn’t. Only a greedy person would refuse to marry a princess only because
she would get no title or land.
8. What do you think of the King of France’s decision to marry Cordelia?

TLabiayoS (o 2lgil Luijd clla jhi G by Lo
| think it is a good decision. A good man should see that she is an honest girl who
would make a good wife.

9. If you were King Lear, would you be unkind to Cordelia because she couldn't say
how much she loved you? Why? Why not? (SB)

¥ plg SIalal Selini @S Joii O gulaiusi ¥ 1a5Y LS o Lawls ()gSiu Jad ul cllall &S gl

No,  wouldn't. | would at least give her another chance or punish her but not so cruelly.
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10. Are actions more important than words, or are words more important than actions?
Why? (SB)
Ualal SJL2aY (o el JIgaYI ol (JIgaYI (o pal Jleadl Ja
| think that actions are more important than words. Evil people can easily deceive
others with words.

11. “llove my father, but1 don’t know what to say!”"What does this show about Cordelia?

LlinjgS e laa yalay lila «!Jgél lila cayel ¥ )< (gallg caal Liiy
It shows that she is an honest girl, but she isn't good at expressing her feelings.

12. “No child can love a father more than | love you.” Why do you think Goneril

says this? (WB)

Ui Jois Jujriga (i adis lilal .«iliai Laa yiST obil ciny (i Jaba ¥ (H<as ¥y
She wants to have the largest part of her father’s land, so she says she loves him
more than his other children.

13. “l cannot put my feelings into words. | love you as a daughter should love a father;
but not more, and not less.” Do you agree with Cordelia? Why?

&0 Gaii Ja .« J—bl Mg yi<i Gl O<g tadl Al canl O i LS el al .clalS I (spelin eyl O gabaiwl ¥,

S1aLal SLlisyg<
No, | don’t agree with her. Although she is honest, she can find the words or
phrases that can satisfy her beloved father.

14. “You mustn't give your country away like this.” Do you agree with Kent when he
said this? Why?

Salal Sam U Lanie S go Gali o «ddaplall ooy laly e GIAT Of s ¥y
Yes, | agree with him. The King shouldn’t divide his kingdom so it would make it
weaker.

15. “My beautiful Cordelia, you are richer for being poor and | love you more now that
you are hated! I'm happy for you to be my wife.” What does this show about the
King of France?

b 1ika ¢ ing) cliY wumw Lil 1agy<a tiaval i sy oY ST slind Lo 3 yadd lig<t 215 Jisi ol (dliand) Lilinyg<y

Slawipa clla (e cUUS
It shows that he is a good and wise man who doesn’t care about money. He
appreciated Cordelia’s honesty.
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Scenes i-ii
16. Do you think Regan and Goneril were sad to say goodbye to Cordelia? Why?
falal SlaliaygS gangil (s LS (Jayigag Olayy Of adisi Jo
No, | don’t think so. They both only wanted to get the biggest part of their father’s
kingdom.
17. Do you think that King Lear was right to give everything to Goneril and Regan?
Why? Why not? (5B)
€ lg Slilal €0laayg Jayigal s US sliae] b a Gl OIS yal cllall (i asisi Jo
No, | don’t think so. From the beginning, they expressed their ingratitude and
greed for power.
18. If you were Edmund, would you be angry that your elder brother will get the land
when your father dies? Why?
Uilal SeSally 8lag azy L)Yl Lo S ELAT Jguan (o cundiu Jad wigas] GlSe cis gl
No, | wouldn't. If brothers have a good relationship, they can enjoy their father’s
inheritance together.
19. What do you think of Edmund’s plan to trick his father and brother?
fauiig oully gladl wigan] dad b 2l Lo
| think it is an evil plan to ruin the relationship between them in order to get what
he wanted.
20. If you were Gloucester, would you easily believe Edmund’s story? Why?
§13Lal SilgMun aigan) Al Gaatu Jad iwgly Hla ik gl
No, | wouldn't. | would give Edgar a chance to defend himself.
21. Why do you think Edmund asked Edgar to carry a sword when he goes out?
@i Loaic L Jang O jlaa] (0 calls wigan] O akiss Iilal
I think he wanted his father to be sure that Edgar wanted to get rid of him.
22. If you were Edgar, would you be deceived by Edmund? Why?
f1alal Saigaa] cleaduw Jad laa] Gl<a mig gl
No, | wouldn't. | would meet Gloucester and find out the truth and defend myself
against any accusations he might have against me.
23. “If he still loved me, I'd take good care of him!"What does this show about Cordelia?
TLaliaygS (e 1am yalay ile Miua au iicl cagaud (ung JIja ¥ OIS 13l
| think it shows that she is a good daughter who really loved her father. She wasn't
angry with him despite his decision to send her away.

King Lear 9



24, “If our father still has some power, his anger will become a problem for us.” Do you
think that Goneril and Regan want to take care of Lear, or do they want something
else? (WB)

Oy Olanyg Japsiga Of aist g il dyilly A<in puayw apiné Ol Aalll Gasy agal Jljy ¥ Lallg YIS 1)

OAT L Gl Laail g gl slised)
No, they don’t want to take care of him. They worry that he will be a problem
because he is angry and a little mad. They want his power.

25. "My son cannot be so cruel to a father who loves him so much.” How do you think

Gloucester felt when he said this?

63 JI5 Loaic yiugla ydi uS wliyy (f3aiS asny ol go Bgusiill 0day 09<3 O Gia¥ OSay ¥»
| think he felt sad that Edgar wanted to get rid of him. He also doubted that Edgar
would do such a thing.

26. "I need these two fools to make my plan work.” What does this show about Edmund?

Saigaal (e 1aa yaly lile .(ikaa plasy¥ Guaa¥l (uia I glialy
It shows that he is an evil man who is ready to do anything to get what he wants.
He is so ungrateful that he calls his own father a 'fool..
Scenes iii-iv
27. Goneril got bored with her father’s behaviour so easily. Do you agree with her?
Why?
SIalal Slanea GaT5 Ja algau laallg cilbpat (e Jalls Juyuiga ciyeds
No, | don’t agree with her. She should be kind to her father even if he does
something wrong when he becomes angry.

28. If you were Kent, would you be in disguise in order to help the King? Why?

S13lal Sellall Sackual y<itia Jad wninS miS gl
No, | wouldn’t. King Lear acted so foolishly and he deserves to suffer the results of
his foolish decisions.

29, Do you think that Albany is happy with his wife Goneril’s behaviour? (SB)

fUastiga aing) cilhpals ass Gl Ol adisi Jo
No, | don’t think so. He tried to calm the King and prevent his wife’s bad treatment.
30. If you were Albany, would you try to prevent Goneril from treating her father so
badly? Why?
SaLal Segunll (pa daall 0dmy Laallg dlalza (pa Jujsiga gia Jolaiuw Jad (il OlSa mis gl
Yes, | would certainly do this. He is the King who has given them everything and
deserves to be treated with respect.
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31. Do you agree with Kent when he hit Oswald? Why?
Ualal Sallgigl wipn Ladic i ga G4 Jo
Yes, | agree with him. He is a servant and he shouldn’t be rude to the King.
32. If you were King Lear, would you get angry and leave Goneril’s palace? Why?
flalal S yaiga pad chyiig cuaiiu Jad gl cllall Gl<a &is gl
No, | wouldn’t. | would punish Goneril and use the soldiers to help me.
33. Do you think that Goneril has a good reason to worry about the soldiers who are
with the King? Why?
falal Sellall ga (aagagall agiall Glivy GIAL Lasag Livu Juyriga gal Of adisi Jo
No, | don’t think so. The soldiers are in the service of the King and haven't done
her any trouble so far.
34, “The foolish old man still wants to have the power that he’s given away!”What
does this tell us about how Goneril sees her father? (SB)
SLaallgl Jayriga &y &asaS (e 1aa Lipdy 1l ania Lill dalull Gle Jguaall asps Gaadl jeasll Jayll Sl 3»
It shows that she is ungrateful to her father who has given her half of his kingdom.
35. “Even a fool knows when the cart is pulling the horse” What do you think the fool
means by this sentence?
tdlasll oimy Gandl wads lila chiys Olasll Lyl a5 ia chyes Gandl Lisy
| think he wants to make the King understand that Goneril is now in charge and
she demands that the King should obey her.
36. “It’s better to worry and be safe” Why does Goneril say this to Albany? (SB)
S 1o (Jupriga Joii 1ilal .«lial 993 Olg GLis Of Juaddl (an
She wants to tell him that she wants to avoid any problems that the King’s soldiers
might cause.
37. “Nothing. Let him shout. He is a mad old man.”What does this show about Goneril?
SUution Oe o yalhy lila .« (gine jgac Jay il g pag dca ol Ay
It shows that she completely lost respect for her father. She is so rude and
ungrateful that she calls her father mad.
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Scene i-ii
38. In your opinion, why did Edmund say that Cornwall’s visit to Gloucester’s castle
would help his plan?
failad b aebuiiu yiugla daldl JlgigS 8)lsj Of wigaa] JI5 lilal wiliy b
| think it will give him a chance to have Cornwall’s trust and it may also lead to
Edgar’s punishment.
39. Why do you think Edmund asked Edgar to pretend that they were fighting?
€030l Laaily jaliaiy G jlan] (4o calls wigea] O adis lilal
| think he wanted to prove that Edgar had bad intentions and that Edmund
fought him to protect his father.
40. Why do you think Edgar obeyed Edmund completely?

JalSIL wigan] gllal jlan) (i adisi lilal
| think that he trusted his brother completely and didn’t suspect that he was
plotting against him.

41. Cornwall asked Edmund to work for him as he is a man to trust. Do you agree with
him? Why?
Ualad Sadslgi Ja A8l Gaiun Ja) ai¥ age Jasll aigea] (o JlgieS cull
No, I don't agree with him. You shouldn’t trust a man who revealed his brother’s
secret even if it wasn't good.
42, In your opinion, is Edgar right to disguise as a poor man? Why?
falal Spuih Jay @i il G5 G laal g wlil) o
Yes, | think he is. He wouldn’t be easily found if he did so.
43, Did Cornwall do the right thing when he put Kent into the stocks? Why?
Silal § cudwill & b oS ging Laaic guaall sl JlgipgS J=a Ja
No, he didn't. It is a very cruel way of punishing people. Besides, Kent is supposed
to be working with the King.
44, What do you think of the way Regan met her father with?
dallgs Glay Loy =&l Lill déaylall La by Lo
| think it was a cold welcome which meant that she also turned her back on her
father.
45. “| know Edgar spent time with my father’s soldiers” Why do you think Regan said
this?
Uaa s Olay Of adisi lilal sallg agia ga cibigl yasy uad jlaal O eleiy
| think that she wanted to use this incident to prove that the King’s soldiers are
violent and criminals.

12 | ThePlay



46. "But I'll be faithful to him; the Fool will always stay and let the wise men run away.”
What does the Fool mean by this?

Uamy Gandl iz lile .elaSall ciypaag Labla Gasdl i tal Lalia GoSha Liisly
| think he means that the King is in a dangerous situation that most people would
leave him. Only the unwise people are ready to face the consequences.

Sceneiiii
47. If you were King Lear, would you ask Regan for food and clothes? Why?
filal Suidlallg plelall Glagy (o callaivs Jad gl cllall GlSa S gl
No, | wouldn't. | would either use my soldiers to get my rights back or try anything
else.
48. “Goneril’s eyes are cruel, but yours are kind. You would never turn your back on
me." Do you agree with King Lear when he says this? Why?
Silal 9o JIS Laaie yul cllall go Gali o .l Gl chabs gyaad O diual cllise OSI duald Japigs ggacr
No, | don’t agree. Goneril and Regan are the same.
49. What do you think of the way Regan and Goneril treat their father?

TLasally Juysiga 9 Olay Loy Jale il ddlall i vl La
| think it was a cruel and hateful way. They were ungrateful to their father who has
given them everything.

50. “And you gave it to me at the right time!”What does Regan mean when she says this?
S1as Joii Laaic Gla) g 1ile «!owalinll fiigll b Lol iiaci sdlgy
| think she means that he gave them his kingdom just before he began to get
mad because of his old age.
51. “Your fifty soldiers is double her twenty-five, so you must love me twice as much as
she does.” Do you think that the King is wise to say this?
Jile cllall O (55 Jnd .o daai Lo i (iaa Of s 18] (L2 gaia Gapdieg el chnun 9 chial LEgaia (j9uady
Uia Job b
No, | don’t. This argument is wrong. He is repeating his mistake to judge by
appearance just as he did when he asked his daughters to tell him how much they
loved him.
52. Lear preferred to go out in the heavy storm than stay with Regan or Goneril. What
does this show about his feelings?
fojelita (e 1o jalas 1ila .Juysign of Olay) ge slisll e Sasaill dhualell b ggyall yul Juad
It shows that he became completely hopeless and he is beginning to get mad.
53. Do you think that the King realised his mistake when he gave his power away? Why?
9alal Sailalus (e 12T Loaic ollad clyal Ellall (i adisi Ja
Yes, | think so. He realised that when he was treated badly by his two ungrateful
daughters.
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54. If you were Gloucester, would you agree to lock the doors and leave the King
outside in the storm? Why?
Ualal Sdaualall dawg 2)lalls cllall clyig gl GE) Ll Gilgl Jad piwgla (l<a cuiS gl
No, | wouldn't. The King would be in great danger at the storm although he has
the right to be treated with honour.

Scenei
55. Why do think only the Fool stayed with the King during the storm?
Cdualell (LSl cllall ga iy Al 9o dadis 2 yaall ()i aisi lilal
| think he is loyal and loving to his King.
56. In your opinion, did the King of France send the army only to save the King? Give
reasons for your answers.
LlLLA] il daci Sellall AESY dads Gfuall Luiys élla Juyi Ja Eliy o6
No, he was waiting for a chance to invade England. That’s why he has spies inside
the Dukes’ palaces as Kent said.
57. Do you think that it is right that Kent sends a letter to Dover where the French army
is? Why?

IaLal € uipall Gluall anlgiy fus yign I Alluy 23S Jups OF lguall (e &l agiss Ja
| think it isn’t right to cooperate with a foreign army against your country.
However, he may have sent to Cordelia only to save the King.

58. Why does Kent give the soldier his ring? (WB)
faaild gaiall =i laci lilal
The ring is for Cordelia, so she will know who he is.
59. Do you think Cordelia will want to help her father? Why? Why not? (WB)
¥ plg S1alal SLaallg Suaclua auyi LilinygS (i agisi Ja
Cordelia will want to help her father, because she genuinely loves him.

Scenes ii-iii- iv
60. King Lear says “Rich people should try walking in a poor person’s shoes” What
would rich people learn if they were poor for some time? (SB)

faBigll asal )b 1g3lS 6! slit ¥ wlxis lila «pall Slia cLié ) cpa Of ey sl cllall Jody
They will know about poor people’s suffering and thus try to help them.
61. How do you think this comment by King Lear shows a change in his way of
thinking? (SB)
$0uSaT ddupla o Iy yalhy jul cllall Galeill laa ()i adisd bus
This is the first time the King sees how poor people lived in his kingdom. So, he
thought it is bad not to know about those people’s life.
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62. Think about the weather in this section of the story. What are the similarities
between the weather and what is happening in King Lear’s life? (SB)
Gl Ellall SLa b aag Lag Guilall (pur asliill aagi Lo duadll (o puidll 1aa b Guilkll b j<s
Both are turbulent and unstable.
63. Why do you think Gloucester didn't tell Edmund about the content of the letter he
had?
Sagal cnilS Gill dlluyll gginas aigan] yidg @l ylwgla Of adies lilal
I think it was too dangerous that he didn’t want his own son to know about it.
64. “I'll go and tell the Duke immediately about your worries for the King, father. | will
tell him about that letter, too.” What does this show about Edmund?
Swigan] (e laa yalay lila Liagi dlayll &Ll (e oyl .l L llall (lin claglia (e joall e Ggall jaly il
It shows that he is an evil and greedy man who is ready to sacrifice his father’s life
in order to become important for the Duke.
65. What does Edmund mean when he says, "The younger man rises as the old man
falls"? (SB)
$Ggasll dadus Lainy ciliull Gadiyy 1 Jgi Leaic aigas] wads 1ile
Those in power now are losing it and he sees the opportunity to take it.
66. Is Edmund a good son to his father? Why? Why not? (SB)
0 alg Slilal Saus¥ alla Gl aigaa] Ja
No, because he deceived his father.
67. Why does King Lear say he won't think anymore about how his daughters have
treated him? (SB)
S wiliy dlalee dudnS o O s jSa Gl ail jul cllall Jois 1ilal
Because if he thinks about it anymore, he believes he will go mad.
68. Why do you think Poor Tom does not tell King Lear who he really is? (SB)
Saifafng yul cllall juig ¥ (uSuiall @gi (i akisi lilal
He might be worried that King Lear will tell his father about him
69. In your opinion, is King Lear going mad? Give your reasons. (SB)
bl daci SLigiaa yul cllall aual Ja cbiy 6
Yes, | think so. He describes Poor Tom as a Philosopher. He prefers to stay in the
storm without shelters.
70. Why do you think King Lear calls Poor Tom a philosopher? (SB)
Cbguulially (uSuuall @gi geuy jul cllall (i adis lilal
Possibly because he sees Poor Tom as someone who is trying to make sense of the
world just like King Lear is.
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Exercises on Critical Thinking

Answer the following questions:
1. Do you think that King Lear chose the correct way to test his daughters’love? Why?

2, Cordelia couldn’t probably express her love to her father because she was young
and unmarried. Do you agree? Why?

3. “But my sisters say they only love you. How can this be true? Do they not love their
husbands, too?” Was Cordelia right to say this? Why?

4, Should Kent tell his objection to the King privately?

5. In your opinion, would Cordelia be happy if she married Duke of Burgundy? Give
reasons for your answer.

6. “Please tell him that | haven’'t done anything wrong to make you hate me.”Why do
you think Cordelia said this?

7."Be good to our father. If he still loved me, I'd take good care of him! Please look
after him well” What does this show about Cordelia?

8. Goneril and Regan blamed their father to what he decided about Cordelia and Kent
although they benefitted from that. Explain.

9. If you were Gloucester, would you doubt Edmund’s intention when he spoke about
Edgar’s evil plan? Why?
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10. Why do you think Edgar didn’t suspect that Edmund might be jealous of him?

11.“I'm sure he wrote this to test my love and loyalty to you, and for nothing more
dangerous than that”Why do you think Edmund said this to his father?

12. Do you think that Goneril should be so angry that the King hit her servants? Why?

13.Is Goneril and Regan right that the King didn’t need his soldiers? Why?

14.If you were Kent, would you be afraid that the King might recognise you on
introducing himself as a poor man? Why?

15. “One day, you will want everything back.” What do you think the Fool means on
saying this?

16. If you were Edgar, how would you try to solve the problems with your father?

17. Why do you think Edgar chose to be in disguise as a poor man?

18. “You haven't forgotten that I've given you half of my kingdom.” Did this sentence of
King Lear have an effect on Regan? Why?

19. “It’s strange how | now want to have horrible things such as a bed of straw to sleep
on!”Why do you think the King said this?

20. Why do you think Edmund decide to show the letter his father had to the Duke?
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